
 

 

 
 
Snowmass Capitol Creek Caucus Board Meeting 
April 21, 2020 
Zoom Conference, hosted by David Chase, Caucus President 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Board members: David Chase, Molly Child, Chris Collins, Helene Slansky, Glenn Russell, 
George Johnson, Judy Hill Lovins, Vicki Treece, Jill Sabella 
 
Guests:  
 Representing Mark Grotjahn/Bear at Door LLC: 
 Chris Bendon of Bendon/Adams 
 Reilly Thimons 
 Mike Albert 
 Leslie Lamont 
 Mike Simpson 
 Jeffrey Schwartz 
 Luis Menendez 
Lonnie Blanchard 
 
 
Other guests: 
 Shayla Groves 
 Laurie and John McBride 
 Chelsea Brundige 
 Alice Collins 
 Mindy Hildebrand 
 Amory Lovins 
 Jennie Curtis 
 
 
MINUTES 
Helene moved to approve the minutes of February 19, 2020.  George seconded.  All in favor. 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Currently there is $22,976.59 in the unrestricted account; $22,480.51 in the restricted account, 
for a total of $44,457.10.  A gift of $500 was received. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Communication 
 
Shayla Groves of Design Finch presented her ideas for improvements of the Caucus website   
to better communicate and connect in building community through social networking, website 
enhancements like WIX, and email marketing and to improve and enhance the SCCC website.  



 

 

She suggested a new design to better fit the screen - including phone screens, new email tem-
plates easier to read, and to make the templates consistent. She stressed that its time to review 
all website content and to create social networking platforms - like Facebook, which has 2 1/2 
billion active members, or NextDoor with 27 million users and which is a rural site that can or-
ganize and promote local events, news speeds and urgent alerts. 
As to timing, changes would be done in phases of 4-6 months with branded templates, email 
marketing (clean up lists), website enhancements, and a social media platform.  Questions 
should be addressed to shayla@designfinch.com 
David suggested moving ahead on a step-by-step basis. Glenn stressed the importance of    
using the latest technology to reach out and communicate, and Judy stressed the importance   
of being able to update quickly. 
 
 
Water Study 
 
George spoke about LOTIC's Capitol Creek water study which was contracted last summer  
after the previous summer’s drought. The work and contract were cancelled mid-summer last 
year due to unusually high river flows. Ideally a study would look at stream flows in the dry years 
for ecological and biological information.  The study was to be done in 5 sections of the river - 
where the water is diverted out and returns; ground water mapping; and predictive flows for both 
wet and dry years.  Also, what the water use is between us and California and beyond. 
This year we are at 106% of normal snowfall.  Armory commented that overall the trend is     
unfavorable, and that we are headed to a longterm drought. 
The general opinion was that George should draw up a renewed contract with LOTIC for the 
coming summer’s study. 
 
 
Land Use 
 
Second Hearing of BEAR AT DOOR LLC APPLICATION 
David welcomed all participating in the Zoom Caucus meeting and said the Caucus has        
taken a diligent look at their application and that we may have honest differences which can    
be resolved. 
 
There followed lengthy discussion about the County’s land use code and building regulations 
and questions by the Caucus on implementation of the SCCC’s Master Plan, AVLT’s agreement 
and OST concerns regarding the proposed relocation of activity building sites on the five lots. 
 
There was discussion of square footage allowed by the Pitkin County Land Use Code and which 
year applied to that code, AVLT’s Conservation Easement agreement on lot alignment and 
which year would apply, and the proposed landscaping on the present activity site. 
 
The Caucus board expressed concern about the proposed building site being - the height of the 
house and garage, the house site being located on the high point of the “rock ridge”,  and that 
the location would be obtrusive in the middle of that valley, with a circular driveway which poten-
tially disturbs old sage growth and might be better located. 
The Bendon group advised the Caucus that the main house had been redesigned to one-story 
rather than two which would fit better into the lot’s geography.  
 



 

 

David thanked the Bendon group and asked the Board for questions/concerns. 
Of concern to the Board was the height of the garage and the height and strong horizontal line 
of the main house, keeping the rock ridge intact, and whether the house is energy efficient. 
 
Mike Alpert discussed how the proposed landscaping would soften the effect of the house lines. 
There was discussion about care of the two ditches that run through the property - the Green 
Meadow and the McPhearson ditches. 
Mark stressed that he does not plan to sell any of the lots, but to be the sole owner. 
 
After the Bear at Door representatives left the meeting, the Caucus board confirmed their con-
cerns: 
 
The sf allowances, to be finally determined by the County; 
The visibility of the house and other buildings from Capitol Creek Road, and gratitude to the       
Bear at Door for their architectural changes; 
The Caucus wants to see story poles marking the house location/heights; 
The Caucus approves a 5-year extension of entitlements on the lots 
 
The BOCC will meet May 13th to discuss the Bear at Door LLC application. 
 
Helene made a motion to adjourn.  All in favor. 
 
 


